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New England Aster (Symphyotrichum novae-angliae) Forb

This late-season bloomer has vibrant purple petals with bright yellow
centers, standing out in fall landscapes. It's a critical nectar source for
pollinators preparing for winter, especially migrating monarch butterflies.
Look for clusters of color when most other plants are fading.

Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) Grass

Known as the “king of the prairie," this tall grass can grow up to 6-8 feet
high. Its seed heads resemble a turkey foot, with three branching spikes.
It plays a major role in prairie ecosystems, providing structure, habitat,
and deep roots that improve soil health.

(Common Nawme)  (Botanical Name)  (Category)

Buckthorn (Rhamnus spp.) @ Invasive

A shrub or small tree often found in dense thickets, buckthorn has dark
green leaves and small black berries. It stays green longer than most
native plants, giving it an advantage—but that also makes it invasive. It
crowds out native species and reduces habitat quality for wildlife.

Compass Plant (Silphium laciniatum) Forb

This tall prairie plant has large, deeply cut leaves that often align
north-south, giving it its name. Bright yellow flowers rise high above the
foliage on sturdy stems. Its deep roots can reach over 10 feet into the
soil, helping it survive drought conditions.

Rattlesnake Master (Eryngium yuccifolium) Forb

With spiky, globe-shaped white flowers and long, narrow leaves, this
plant looks almost otherworldly. It was historically used by Indigenous
peoples for medicinal purposes, including treating snakebites. It attracts
a wide variety of pollinators despite its tough appearance.

Honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.) Q@ Invasive

This shrub has arching branches, oval leaves, and small tubular flowers
that can be white, pink, or yellow. Birds spread its bright red berries,
helping it invade woodlands and edges. Like buckthorn, it leafs out
early and shades out native plants below.

Zigzag Goldenrod (Solidago flexicaulis) Forb

Unlike many goldenrods, this species grows in shady woodland areas
rather than open prairies. Its stems bend in a zigzag pattern, with small
yellow flowers forming along the angles. Goldenrods are often blamed
for allergies, but they're actually insect-pollinated and not the cause.
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