
Garlic Mustard   (Alliaria petiolata)                Invasive
A biennial (grows for 2 years) known for its strong garlic odor. It forms a 
ground-level rosette in its first year and sends up a flowering stalk (2-3 ft 
tall) with small white flowers in its second year, producing many seeds 
in slender pods. This aggressive plant outcompetes native species, 
especially in woodlands, and is considered destructive.
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May Apple   (Podophyllum peltatum)          Ephemeral
A woodland plant that grows in shady forests in spring. It has big, 
umbrella-shaped leaves, and a small white flower that hides 
underneath them. When many May Apples grow together, they can 
make the forest floor look like it’s covered with tiny green umbrellas!
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Golden Alexander   (Zizia aurea)          Forb
Spring bloomer with an umbel of small yellow flowers providing early 
food and nectar for many insects and butterflies. They stand around 3 
feet tall with long stems and dark green leaves with sawtooth edges. 
Found in prairies & savannas (a mix of woods and grass areas).
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Ohio Spiderwort   (Tradescantia spp.)          Forb
1–3 feet tall native perennials featuring arching, grass-like leaves, and 
clusters of 3-petaled flowers (blue, purple, pink, or white) that open in 
the morning. They are hardy, shade-tolerant garden plants that work 
well for ground cover.
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Virginia Bluebells   (Mertensia virginica)          Ephemeral
Wildflowers that grow in moist woodlands and along streams 
as early as March and through May depending on temperature. 
Their drooping flowers start out pink and slowly turn bright blue as 
they open. By mid-summer the plant disappears into dormancy.
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Poison Ivy   (Toxicodendron radicans, T. rydbergii, T. orientale)        Caution
A deciduous native plant (sheds its leaves in autumn) that can either grow 
as a hairy vine or a shrub. Well known for its trifoliate leaves (leaves of 
three, let it be!). Don’t touch, just use your eyes to identify the clusters of 
three, pointed leaflets with the middle stem having a longer stalk. Small 
white or cream-colored berries appear in clusters during late summer/fall.
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White Trout Lily   (Erythronium albidum)          Ephemeral
A small, 4-12 inch spring wildflower found in woodlands. Single white 
flower with six petals curved back and yellow anthers in the center 
where pollen is produced for bees and other pollinators. It has pairs of 
large, lance-shaped (trout-like) green leaves and spreads in colonies.
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