
Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)          Invasive
This plant has tall spikes of bright purple flowers that may look 
attractive, but it’s actually invasive. It spreads aggressively in wetlands, 
crowding out native plants that wildlife depend on. Spotting this plant is 
important—it’s a sign that an area may need restoration.
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Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)         Forb
Bright yellow petals surround a dark, raised center—this is one of the 
most recognizable wildflowers in the Midwest. It thrives in sunny, open 
areas and is often one of the first plants to bring color to restored 
prairies. Pollinators like bees and butterflies frequently stop by for nectar.
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Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)          Forb
This tall, sturdy plant features pink-purple petals that droop slightly 
around a spiky orange center. It’s well known for both its beauty and its 
use in herbal remedies. Birds love its seeds in late summer, making it a 
great plant to watch even after it blooms.
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Northern Dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis)          Grass
This native grass forms neat, fountain-like clumps with fine-textured 
leaves. In late summer, it produces airy seed heads and a subtle scent 
some people compare to popcorn or cilantro. It’s commonly used in 
landscaping because of its tidy shape and seasonal interest.
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Yellow Coneflower (Ratibida pinnata)          Forb
Unlike the typical coneflower, this species has drooping yellow petals 
and a tall, narrow central cone. It adds height and movement to prairie 
landscapes, often swaying in the wind. Goldfinches are especially 
attracted to its seeds later in the season.
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Common Reed (Phragmites australis)          Invasive
A very tall grass with feathery plumes, often found in dense stands near 
water. While a native form exists, the invasive type spreads quickly and 
can take over entire wetlands. It creates thick walls of vegetation that 
reduce habitat diversity for wildlife.

6

Wild Bergamot (Monarda fistulosa)          Forb
Also called bee balm, this plant has shaggy, lavender-colored flowers 
that look a bit like fireworks. It has a light minty scent when crushed and 
is a favorite of bees, butterflies, and even hummingbirds. Look for it in 
prairies and along roadsides in mid to late summer.
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